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ASIAN ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY 2019–2030 
Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Asian Engagement) [12.11 pm]: It is with great pleasure that I stand 
today to inform the house of my visit to Indonesia in November of last year. I launched in Bali Western Australia’s 
Asian Engagement Strategy 2019–2030, and presented a Bahasa Indonesia version of the strategy to the Indonesia 
Australia Business Council members and the local business and government communities. The IABC conference 
also provided the opportunity to present as a keynote speaker to reinforce Western Australia’s commitment to 
deepening its relationships in Asia and the actions this government is taking to achieve this. 

At a meeting with the Deputy Mayor of Denpasar, His Excellency Mr Jaya Negara, discussions took place on the 
deepening of the relationship between the City of Perth and City of Denpasar. Both cities have undertaken 
a memorandum of understanding in areas of joint cooperation, such as the digital economy, vocational education 
and training, energy, power, and people-to-people ties. Members might note that over 1 500 Western Australian 
businesses operate in Bali. We also travelled to Surabaya, East Java, with which Western Australia has a highly 
successful sister state relationship. This year marks the thirtieth anniversary of our sister state relationship with 
East Java, and there are plans to celebrate this milestone in both East Java and WA. Meetings with a range of 
stakeholders were undertaken, including with the Governor of East Java, Her Excellency Khofifah Indar Parawansa, 
and organisations undertaking sister state collaborations in diverse areas, including the arts, soccer, education, and 
autism and hearing. It was also an opportunity to meet with businesses and organisations with trade and investment 
links with Western Australia, as well as a significant number of Western Australian alumni. These meetings 
highlighted the importance of building partnerships at the people-to-people level in Indonesia. 

As the Minister for Asian Engagement, I am working to deepen the state’s relationship with Indonesia at an exciting 
time in economic relations. Indonesia, as our closest neighbour, the largest economy in South-East Asia, the 
world’s third largest democracy, and the world’s fourth most populous nation, is a key regional and global player, 
and its importance and influence will only grow. 

I would like to thank the government of Western Australia Office in Jakarta; the Consul General of the Republic 
of Indonesia in Perth, Mrs Dewi Gustina Tobing; and the Australian Consuls General in Bali and Surabaya, 
Ms Anthea Griffin and Mr Chris Barnes respectively, for supporting my visit. 
 


	ASIAN ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY 2019–2030
	Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement


